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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims4, 6-12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 31 and 33 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present invention 
is directed to a hearing aid storage case with activity detection. Independent claims 4 and 16 
identify the uniquely distinct feature of a first visual cue indicative that electrical signals 
produced by a detection transducer in the case that the hearing aid is oscillating and a second 
visual cue not indicative that electrical signals produced by a detection transducer in the case that 
the hearing aid is oscillating in combination with all the limitations as disclosed in claims 4 and 
16. Independent claim 12 identifies the uniquely distinct feature of a first visual cue activated 
when electrical signals produced by a detection transducer in the case are above a predetermined 
threshold level and a second visual cue activated when electrical signals produced by a detection 
transducer in the case are below a predetermined threshold level in combination with all the 
limitations as disclosed in claim 12. Independent claim 31 identifies the uniquely distinct feature 
of a switch mechanism activated by the case lid to power the logic circuit for a preset time after 
the lid is closed to determine that electrical signals produced by a detection transducer in the case 
that the hearing aid is oscillating and activating a first visual cue to signify if the hearing aid is 
properly turned off or left on in combination with all the limitations as disclosed in claim 31 . 
Independent claim 33 identifies the uniquely distinct feature of monitoring a noise generated by a 
turned on hearing aid and storing the noise in a memory as a reference signal to determine if the 
electric signals are indicative of the hearing aid being turned off in combination with all the 
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limitations as disclosed in claim 33. The closest prior art, Power et al. (US 4,095,057) teaches a 
frequency response testing apparatus for hearing aids with visual indicators of operation and 
Mattatall (US 4,379,988) teaches a hearing aid storage case and base. The prior art fails to 
anticipate or render the independent claims obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Ensey whose telephone number is 571-272-7496. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 6:30 AM - 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, for formal communications intended for entry and for 
informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT". 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Arlington, VA 22314 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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August 22, 2006 
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